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)WFA Announces 2009-10 Grant-making Cycle

LITTLE ROCK, AR (October 23)  --  The Women’s Foundation of Arkansas announced the 2009-2010 grant-making cycle at the organization’s 12th Annual Power of the Purse luncheon held today in the Wally Allen Ballroom at the Statehouse Convention Center.   The over 700 attendees were the first to hear of the availability of grant funding from the Foundation.  Lynnette Watts, Executive Director of the Women’s Foundation of Arkansas, announced the Foundation would begin receiving Letters of Interest from qualified non-profits today through December 31, 2009.  Organizations will be selected from letters received and invited to submit a full proposal.  Selection notices will be sent March 1, 2010.

In 1998, a key group of prominent Arkansas women came together to create a new non-profit foundation that would harness the power of women and philanthropy.  The group united to create a charitable fund dedicated to investing in projects benefitting women and girls in Arkansas.  100 women giving $1000 each raised the initial $100,000 used to create an endowment fund with the Arkansas Community Foundation to ensure a perpetual source of grant-making funds.  In 1999, the Women’s Foundation began awarding mini-grants to programs throughout Arkansas that serve women and girls.  Since that time, 79 programs have been funded with over $150,000 awarded. In its second decade, WFA is focusing on expanding the current grants program in order to offer increased support to deserving organizations addressing the states’ greatest needs for women and girls.  Funding is made available to human service, educational, and charitable groups in every corner of the state.

A list of past grant recipients is attached.

The WFA is happy to announce the 2009-2010 Grant Cycle.  Projects/programs should promote one or more of the following:
·  Improved educational status of Arkansas women and girls
·  Development of skills in science, technology, engineering and math
·  Job readiness and/or Entrepreneurship
· Promote mentoring of Arkansas women and girls
· Promote philanthropy by and for women in Arkansas
· Increase economic and financial literacy

The Women's Foundation of Arkansas is the only not-for-profit, statewide organization with the sole focus of developing the professional, economic, and philanthropic potential of Arkansas women and girls by ensuring they have the necessary resources, tools and knowledge to reach their full potential.  Grant seekers will find further information at the Foundation’s website www.womensfoundationarkansas.org.
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